Presidents National Urological Societies 
Date : 3 January 2007
Re.   : Urological Sub-Specialities

Dear President, 

Urology is increasingly being divided into sub-specialities such as Oncology, Transplantation, Endo Urology, etc. Some procedures performed today are so demanding that they should only be performed in centres where this sub-specialist knowledge and skill has been accumulated and is well-developed. Over the last five to ten years, trainees and young urologists have been visiting these ‘centres of excellence’ to be specifically trained. It is quite possible that this expertise is not available within the national boundaries to urologists who wish to train in these specific fields. 
The EBU, as the European Regulatory Body of the UEMS for urology, is anxious to both identify these ‘centres of excellence’ and be in a position to offer certification of this expertise and skill.  For an overview of the criteria for sub-specialty centres, we refer to the attachment. 
If you know ‘centres of excellence’ present in your country and can identify 
sub-speciality training centres, we would appreciate hearing from you.  
It is our intention to approach the heads of these institutions, inviting them to apply for EBU certification.  

We are most grateful for your help. 

Last but not least we would like to wish you a Happy New Year.

Yours sincerely, 
European Board of Urology
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Mr Peter Whelan 




Dr. Marianne Brehmer

President 





President-elect 

Criteria for EBU certification of sub-specialty training centres

1. The centre is able to offer post-graduate teaching of a special proficiency which cannot be attained at a standard urological department.

2. The centre has an adequate number and variety of patients to offer a good overview as well as practical training within the specific topic.

3. The centre has adequate technical equipment and updated routines to offer even the latest news in the specific topic.

4. The centre has access to supporting specialties and other resources of relevance for running the activity on a modern professional level.

5. The centre has at least two sub-specialised consultants in the specific topic.

6. If there are several treatment modalities for a certain kind of disease or diagnose, it is preferable that all of these modalities are available at the centre. If that is not the case, the centre must have good knowledge of all relevant treatment modalities and a functioning collaboration with another centre where these modalities are available. This is essential for two reasons: 

a. Each patient must be offered the optimal individualized therapy;

b. Adequate validation of different treatment protocols. 
7. The centre has to stay updated on national and international research within the specific topic.

8. The centre performs own research/studies on the specific topic and takes active part in the international debate. 

9. If a fellowship includes surgical training or some other kind of manual skills, the centre must offer good hands-on training at adequate proportions. The host centre must help the applicant to obtain the certificates required to perform hands-on training.

10. If the fellowship includes practical training such as operative skill, no more than one fellow per supervising consultant is to be accepted at the same time. If the centre educates urology registrars, there shall not be more than one registrar and one fellow per supervising consultant.

11. The centre presents an adequate structured plan for the fellowship.

12. The EBU is to assess the content and quality of the program and to offer an examination or assessment at the end. 


